Parish Echo

Newsletter of St. Adalbert’s Parish in Tarnawa Gorna |

May 29, 2022

MEMORY

OF PAULINA AND KAZIMIERZ RUDY

SIBERIANS FROM TARNAWA (part 1)

Dear Echo readers, this January, Danuta Labusiewicz,
née Rudy, died at the age of 80. She was the only
Tarnéw woman born in Siberia and spent the first five
years of her life there. It's no exaggeration to say she
miraculously survived: without cereal, diapers,
medicine, or a warm home.

From January 30, 2022, the parish newspaper Echo is
publishing in installments "Memories from Siberia" by
Mrs. Zofia Kunysz from Kraczkowa, whose fate was
similar to the fate of the Rudy family. I know that many
readers are following the episodes about the life of this
family with interest.

This story and the death of the late Danuta prompted
me to share with our parishioners the story of the family
of Paulina and Kazimierz Rudy from Tarnawa Dolna,
who were the only ones from our town to be exiled to
Siberia, survived 6 years in that hell, and who, thanks to
God's Providence, returned to Tarnawa. Today, none of
the Tarnawa Siberian exiles are still alive, and the
famous poet Wislawa Szymborska wrote: "The dead are
eternal, as long as they are remembered." Dear Echo
readers, we owe MEMORY to the Rudy family. I also
want to describe the history of this family because this
year in November will be the 110th anniversary of the
birth of the father of the family, Kazimierz, and May 3rd
of this year marked the 35th anniversary of his death.
First of all, also because Mr. Kazimierz Rudy was the
only resident of Tarnawa who traveled the entire combat
trail from Lenino to Berlin, fighting for the liberation of
Poland.

Kazimierz's family home stood on what is now the
road to Mr. Adam Gorski, between the homes of Anna
Fabian and Bogdan Niemczyk. He was the son of Jozef
and Maria née Stach. He had five siblings: three
brothers: Wojciech, Stanistaw, and Michat, and two
sisters: Aniela Guzik (grandmother of Jan Guzik from
Tarnawa Dolna) and J6zefa Fabian (grandmother of
Swietostaw Fabian). Stanistaw and Michat emigrated to
America to earn their living and remained there until
their deaths, and Wojciech was the father of Janina
Zborowska.

On July 11, 1935, Kazimierz, at the age of 23,
married Paulina Osgkowska from the so-called
"Division" - a hill between Tarnawa Dolna and Poraz.
Today, there are still two houses there, belonging to the
descendants of Paulina's family. In the initial period after
the wedding, they lived in Kazimierz's family house. The
family was large and the house small, so they did not
have very good conditions. Therefore, in the spring of
1939, just before the birth of their first son, Ryszard,
they moved to a forester's lodge in Bezmiechowa.

Kazimierz Rudy received a position as a forester on the
estate of Count Krasicki from Lesko and an apartment in
the forester's lodge. They began to prosper; they had the
means to live, firewood and, compared to their previous
situation, good living conditions.

Their joy was short-lived, however, as World War 11
broke out, followed by the Soviet invasion of Poland on
September 17th. New borders were drawn between the
partitioning powers on the San River. Bezmiechowa
found itself on the Soviet side. However, that wasn't the
worst of it; the worst came only on the night of February
9-10, 1940. A pounding on the forester's lodge door and
the entry of armed NKVD officers with orders to deport
them to Siberia. Their son, Rysio, was only nine months
old. After a short time to pack their essentials, they were
led under arms to the yard, where a sleigh with a pair of
horses and Soviet soldiers already stood. The terrified
Rudy family, with their meager belongings and a crying
little Rysio, rode off toward Lukawica. The horror of the
night's unexpected events filled their parents with fear
for the future of their family. The temperature in the
Bieszczady Mountains that night reached -35 degrees
Celsius, which further deepened the trauma of the
situation they found themselves in. They didn't even
have a chance to notify their loved ones in Tarnawa of
their deportation.

They were taken by sleigh to the Lesko-tukawica
railway station, where a cattle and freight train had
already arrived, with numerous wagons lined with straw
and wooden bunks stacked against the walls. There were
no windows, and the exiles could only see what was
happening outside through gaps between the wagon's
upholstery. The loading of the displaced families onto
the wagons took place amid the screams of the NKVD
officers, the wailing and crying of terrified children
awakened in the middle of the night, and the immense
fear of the adults. Rysio was too young to grasp the
horror of the situation..

There were many sleds like the one the Rudy family
had been transported on. The station was crowded, full
of Polish families from nearby towns. On that day alone,
approximately 160 Polish families were deported from
Lesko and the surrounding area. The main ones on the
deportation lists were foresters, forest workers, settlers
and their families who had fled the Germans to our
territory, those who had taken them in, and some Polish
administration officials.

Photo caption: Soviet and German officers establish
borders on the San River in 1939.
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The train began to move. Each carriage held 60
people. The carriages had no lighting or windows.
Despair was evident on the faces of those packed inside.
Mothers with small children, the sick, and the elderly
were at greatest risk. Paulina Rudy and her little Rysio
were among them. There were no sanitary facilities.
Physiological needs were met through a hole cut in the
floor in the corner of the carriage, which they had to
cover with a blanket themselves.

Food supplies were limited to a few buckets of hot
water and a few loaves of bread per wagon, and every
few days some inedible soup, made of who knows what.
The interior of the wagon was equipped with a wood-
burning stove, the so-called Koza (Goat), which was
constantly burning wood, but there was never enough of
it to keep the temperature above 10°C. It was impossible
to leave the closed wagon. The sick, the elderly, and
small children died along the way. Paulina Rudy warmed
Rysio with her own body. This was the only way they
could survive this nightmarish journey. Soviet soldiers
occasionally unlocked the wagon doors to check for the
dead. Bodies were thrown into the snow beside the
tracks, completely disregarding the tragedy of the
deceased's loved ones. The train continued its journey.
Fortunately, the Rudy family was spared such a tragedy.

After several weeks of travel, the train stopped at an
unknown station: Krasnouralsk, Sverdlovsk Oblast,
many kilometers beyond the Ural Mountains, the
mountains that separate Europe from Asia, in the very
heart of Siberia. This town turned out to be the final
destination for the Rudy family's exile. They were
housed in a flimsy mud hut, along with four other
families from Poland.

Kazimierz Rudy was assigned to work in the ore
mine, while Paulina worked in the state farm, working in
the fields in the summer and in the stables with the cattle
in the winter. With a heavy heart, they had to send little
Rysio to nursery and later kindergarten, fearing for his
health and life. Primitive tools were used in the mine.
The work was exhausting, difficult, and often resulted in
serious accidents. Kazimierz often worked ankle-deep in
cold water. In addition to the terrible cold and constant
cold, the exiles suffered from hunger, which translated
into a lack of strength for work. No one sympathized
with them; they had to meet the set quotas. Each worker
was allocated 200 grams of bread per day. It was almost
black, made of flour with bran and husks, and it was
difficult to eat. But there was no other option. Lice,

bedbugs, and poor hygiene plagued the area. The Rudy
family were young and healthy, but they struggled to
overcome difficulties. They prayed, placed their hope in
the Lord God, and trusted that only He would help them
survive and return home. The Book of Amos (5:6)
teaches: "Seek the Lord, and you will live." The Rudy
family desperately wanted to live, so they sought the
Lord every day in this exile.

In summer, the situation was slightly better, because
hunger was satisfied with berries and mushrooms from
the forest. Nettle and nettle soups were cooked to
deceive hunger. In July 1941, the Rudys’ second child
was born - a girl, Danuta, without a doctor or midwife,
only with the help of a neighbor from the mud hut.
Fortunately, the baby was healthy and the delivery took
place without complications. The family's situation
worsened because Paulina could not work, had to take
care of the child, and therefore did not receive bread.
She and her children collected herbs, berries and
mushrooms, dried them and this saved them in the
winter. Only nettle and nettle mashes allowed them to
survive the long years of neglect. The worst was when
someone got sick, there was no help from anywhere,
many died and stayed forever in this inhuman land.
Thanks to Paulina's foresight and the constant care of the
Holy Mother, nothing bad happened to the Rudy family
and they survived until the end.

In July 1941, after the German invasion of the USSR,
the Prime Minister of the Polish Government in Exile,
General Wtadystaw Sikorski, signed an agreement with
the Soviets allowing the formation of a Polish army in
Soviet territories from Polish exiles. As a result of this
agreement, the Soviets issued a decree granting amnesty
to Poles in exile.

When the Rudy family learned of this possibility,
after long discussions, they made what was probably the
most difficult decision of their lives. Paulina and her two
small children remained in Siberia, while Kazimierz
went to Siedlce nad Oka to join the 1st Polish Army,
which was being formed there. They both decided that
this would be a chance for their family to escape this
"hell" and return to their homeland. Over time, it turned
out to be the right and most beneficial decision..

Photo caption: The deportation route to Siberia is over
3,500 km long.
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After military training in Siedlce nad Okg, Kazimierz
Rudy took the oath on July 15, 1943. He was
incorporated into the 1st Division. Tadeusz Ko$ciuszko
and immediately set off with her on the battle trail. He
experienced his first significant baptism by fire on
October 12, 1943, in the battle known to us from history,
near Lenino, where the Poles won a devastating victory
over the Germans. This victory encouraged them greatly
and gave them hope for the liberation of Poland.
Kazimierz Rudy survived the Battle of Lenino without
any major damage to his health, although it cost him a
lot of effort, hardship and, above all, fear for his life. He
thought about his wife and children left behind in
Siberia. Together with his military formation, Kazimierz
took part in the liberation of eastern Polish lands from
German occupation, he also participated in the liberation
of Warsaw, on January 19, 1945, he took part in the
parade of liberated Warsaw. The people of Warsaw who
managed to live to this moment greeted them with
applause and tears in their eyes. Kazimierz Rudy also
liberated Bydgoszcz and took part in the fight to break
the Pomeranian Wall. Each of these operations resulted
in large losses in people and equipment. He
distinguished himself with particular heroism in the
fights for the Polish sea and the capture of the cities of
Wejherowo, Gdynia and Gdansk, for which he received
special thanks in writing from his commanders. The 1st
Polish Army, and with it Kazimierz Rudy, also fought at
Siekierki and to break the Nazi resistance on the Oder.
After crossing the Oder, the soldiers felt cheerful and
hopeful that perhaps this nightmare would end soon.
God helped Kazimierz to reach Berlin itself, the capture
of which and the capitulation of Germany was a great
joy for all who managed to wait for this moment. Many
of their colleagues remained on the battle trail, in
nameless graves, paying with what was most precious to
them - their lives.

His wife, Paulina, in Siberia, would take up the
rosary every free moment and pray that her husband
would not die, that Mary would help them reunite their
family after the war and return to a free homeland..

Saint Padre Pio answered a brother's question about
why he always prayed the Rosary: "Because Our Lady
never refused me the grace I asked for when I prayed the
Rosary." Paulina didn't know the answer at the time, but
she knew that the Rosary was always an effective prayer.
She was not disappointed.

For his heroism, Kazimierz Rudy was awarded the
Gold Cross of Merit, the Knight's Cross of the Order of
Polonia Restituta, the Silver Cross of Merit, the Medal
for participation in the Battle of Berlin, and the Bronze
and Silver Crosses of the Virtuti Militari. He ended the
war with the rank of sergeant major. He began his
service in Siedlce with the rank of private. After the war,
in September 1945, he returned to Tarnawa, to his family
home. Although he returned safe and sound, it was
difficult to rejoice when he knew his wife and children
were still abroad. When he returned to Poland, he hoped
to find them at home. As it turned out, however, this was
not to be the case.

He began searching for them using every means
possible at the time. He wrote to repatriation offices,
military institutions, and the Red Cross, begging for any
shred of information that might offer hope of finding
them.

Photo caption: 1% Polish Army Combat Trail

To be continued...

Stanistaw Zarzyczny



Drodzy czytelnicy Echa, w tym
roku w styczniu w wieku 80 lat
zmarta Danuta Labusiewicz z domu
Rudy, jedyna tarnawianka, ktora
urodzifa sie na Syberii i tam spedzi-
fa pierwsze 5 lat zycia. Nie bedzie
przesady jak stwierdze, ze przezy-
ta cudem: bez grysiku, bez pieluch,
lekarstw i cieptego domu.

Echo parafialne od dnia 30
stycznia 2022 roku drukuje w od-
cinkach ,Wspomnienie z Syberii”
pani Zofii Kunysz z Kraczkowej,
ktorej losy byty zblizone do losow
rodziny Rudych. Wiem, ze wielu
czytelnikéw $ledzi z zaintereso-
waniem odcinki dotyczace zycia
tej rodziny.

Mnie natomiast historia ta
i $mier¢ $p. Danuty skionita do
tego, by przyblizy¢ naszym parafia-
nom historie rodziny Pauliny i Kazimierza Rudych z Tarnawy
Dolnej, ktérzy jako jedyni z naszej miejscowosci zostali ze-
stani na Syberie, przezyli w tym ,,piekle” 6 lat i ktorzy dzigki
Bozej Opatrznosci wrocili do Tarnawy. Dzisiaj z tarnawskich
sybirakéw nie zyje juz nikt, a znana poetka Wistawa Szymbor-
ska napisata: ,,Umarlych wiecznos¢ dotqd trwa, dokqd pamieciq
im sie placi” Drodzy czytelnicy Echa jesteSmy diuzni PAMIEC
rodzinie Rudych. Dodatkowo chce opisac historig tej rodzi-
ny réwniez dlatego, ze w tym roku w listopadzie bedzie 110
rocznica urodzin ojca rodziny Kazimierza, a w dniu 3 maja
br. mineta 35 rocznica Jego $Smierci. Przede wszystkim réw-
niez dlatego, ze Pan Kazimierz Rudy byt jedynym mieszkan-
cem Tarnawy, ktory przemierzyt caly szlak bojowy od Lenino,
az do Berlina, walczac o wyzwolenie Polski.

Dom rodzinny Kazimierza stat przy dzisiejszej drodze do
Pana Adama Gérskiego, pomiedzy domem Anny Fabian i Bog-
dana Niemczyka. Byt on synem J6zefa i Marii z domu Stach.
Mial piecioro rodzenstwa, trzech braci: Wojciecha, Stanista-
wa i Michata i dwie siostry: Aniele Guzik (babcie Jana Guzika
z Tarnawy Dolnej) i J6zefe Fabian (babcie Swietostawa Fabiana).
Stanistaw i Michat wyjechali ,,za chlebem” do Ameryki i tam po-
zostali do $mierci, a Wojciech — to ojciec Janiny Zborowskiej.

Kazimierz majac 23 lata w dniu 11 lipca 1935 roku ozenit
sie z Pauling Osekowska z tzw. , Dzialu” — wzniesienia pomie-
dzy Tarnawa Dolng, a Porazem. Dzisiaj stojg tam jeszcze 2
domy nalezace do potomkow rodziny Pauliny. W poczatko-
wym okresie po $lubie mieszkali w rodzinnym domu Kazimie-
rza. Rodzina byfa liczna, a dom niewielki, wiec zbyt dobrych
warunkéw nie mieli. Dlatego wiosng 1939 roku, tuz przed
urodzeniem si¢ pierwszego syna Ryszarda, przeniesli si¢ do
lesniczowki, w miejscowosci Bezmiechowa. Kazimierz Rudy
otrzymat posade gajowego w dobrach hrabiego Krasickiego
z Leska i mieszkanie w lesniczowce. Zaczelo sie im lepiej po-
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wodzi¢, mieli srodki do zycia, drewno na opat i w porowna-
niu do poprzednich, dobre warunki mieszkaniowe.

Niedtugo jednak cieszyli sie tym dobrem, bo nastapit wy-
buch I wojny $wiatowej, a po nim 17 wrzesnia, najazd so-
wietéw na Polske. Na rzece San wyznaczono nowe granice
pomiedzy zaborcami. Bezmiechowa znalazia si¢ po stronie
sowieckiej. To jednak nie bylo jeszcze najgorsze, to najgor-
sze nastapito dopiero w nocy z 9/10 lutego 1940 roku. Lo-
mot do drzwi lesniczéwki i wejscie uzbrojonych funkcjona-
riuszy NKWD z nakazem wysiedlenia ich na Syberig. Synek
Rysio miat dopiero 9-miesiecy. Po krétkim czasie do dyspo-
zycji, na spakowanie niezbednych rzeczy, pod bronig zosta-
li wyprowadzeni na podworze, gdzie staly juz sanie z parg
koni i sowieckimi zotnierzami. Przerazona rodzina Rudych ze
skromnym dobytkiem i pfaczacym matym Rysiem odjechata
w strone tukawicy. Groza nocnych niespodziewanych wy-
darzen napawata rodzicow obawa o dalszy los ich rodziny.
Temperatura w te noc w Bieszczadach siegata minus 35 stop-
ni C co jeszcze bardziej poglebiato traume sytuacji w ktorej
sie znalezli. Nie mieli nawet szansy zawiadomic najblizszych
w Tarnawie, o ich wywdzce.

Saniami zostali dowiezieni do stacji kolejowej Lesko-Lu-
kawica, gdzie stat juz podstawiony pociag bydlecy, towarowy
z duza iloscig wagonow, wyscielonych stomg i pryczami z de-
sek ustawionymi pietrowo pod Scianami. Okien nie bylo, co
dziato sie na zewnatrz zestaricy widzieli tylko przez przeswi-
ty pomiedzy deskami, z ktorych obity byt wagon. Ladowanie
wysiedlanych rodzin do wagonéw odbywato sie wsrod krzy-
kow enkawudzistéw, lamentéw i ptaczu przerazonych dzieci,
zbudzonych w $rodku nocy i ogromnego strachu os6b doro-
stych. Rysio byt zbyt maly, by pojac groze sytuagji.

Takich sanek jakimi przywieziono rodzing Rudych bylo
bardzo duzo. Na stacji, panowat tlok, wszedzie bylo peino
polskich rodzin z okolicznych miejscowosci. Tylko w tym
dniu deportowano z Leska i okolic okoto 160 polskich rodzin.
Gtéwnie na listach do wysiedlenia znaleZli sie lesnicy, robotni-
cy lesni, osadnicy z rodzinami, ktérzy uciekli przed Niemcami
w nasze tereny, ci ktorzy ich przyjeli oraz niektérzy urzednicy
polskiej administracji.

cdn.
Stanistaw Zarzyczny

Oficerowie sowieccy i niemieccy ustalaja granice na Saniew 1939 r.
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Pociag ruszyt. W kazdym wagonie byto umieszczonych
~ 60 os6b. Wagony nie posiadaly oswietlenia, ani okien.
Rozpacz malowala sie na twarzach spedzonych tam 0s6b.
Najwieksze niebezpieczeristwo grozito matkom z matymi
dzie¢mi, osobom chorym i starszym. Do takich nalezata
whasnie Paulina Rudy z malym Rysiem. Nie bylo zadnych
urzadzen sanitarnych. Potrzeby fizjologiczne zafatwiano,
korzystajac z wycietego w podtodze w rogu wagonu otwo-
ru, ktéry musieli sami ostonic¢ kocem.

Dostawa zywnosci ograniczata si¢ do kilku kubtow
goracej wody i paru bochenkow chleba na wagon, a co
kilka dni jakiejs matozjadalnej zupy, nie wiadomo z cze-
go. Wnetrze wagonu bylo wyposazone w piecyk, tzw.
Koze, opalany drewnem, ktérego ciagle byto za mato, aby
utrzymac temperature w wagonie powyzej °C. Nie mozna
byto wyjs¢ z zamknigtego wagonu. Po drodze umierali
chorzy, starsi i mate dzieci. Paulina Rudy ogrzewala Ry-
sia wlasnym ciatem. Tylko to pozwolito im przetrwac ten
koszmarny czas podrézy. Sowieccy zotnierze od czasu do
czasu odryglowali drzwi wagonu, by sprawdzi¢, czy nie
ma zmartvch. Zwtoki wyrzucano do $niegu obok toréw,
nie zwazajac zupelnie uwagi na tragedi¢ najblizszych
osoby zmarlej. Pociag jechat dalej. Na szczgscie rodzine
Rudych tragedia taka omingta.

Po kilku tygodniach jazdy pociag zatrzymat si¢ na nie-
znanej stagji, byt to Krasnouralsk, obtast Swierdiowsk, wie-
le kilometréw za Uralem, gér oddzielajacych Europg od
Azji, w samym srodku Syberii. Miejscowos¢ ta okazato sig,
stata sie miejscem docelowym zsytki rodziny Rudych. Zo-
stali ulokowani w lichej lepiance z gliny, wraz z czterema
innymi rodzinami z Polski.

Kazimierza Rudego przeznaczono do pracy w kopalni
rudy, natomiast Paulina pracowata w sowchozie, latem
przy pracach polowych, a zimq w stajniach przy bydle.
Matego Rysia z bélem serca musieli oddawac do ztobka,
a pozniej do przedszkola, lekajac si¢ o jego zdrowie i zy-
cie. W kopalni postugiwano si¢ prymitywnymi narzedzia-
mi. Praca byla wyczerpujaca, cigzka i czesto dochodzito
do groznych wypadkéw. Niejednokrotnie Kazimierz pra-
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cowat brodzac po kostki w zim-
nej wodzie. Oprocz okropnego
chtodu i ciaglego zimna zestancy
cierpieli gtéd, co przektadato sig
na brak sit do pracy. Nikt im nie
wspolczut, wyznaczone normy
musieli wykonac. Na jedna osobe
pracujacq przypadato 200 gra-
mow chieba ia caly dzien. Byt on
niemal czarny, z maki 7 otrgbami
i tuskami, jadto sie go z tiudem,
ale nie bylo wyjscia. Dokucza
ty wszy, pluskwy i brak higieny.
Rudowie byli mtodzi zdrowi, ale
z trudem pokonywali trudnosci.
Modlili sie, pokiadali nadzieje
w Panu Bogu i ufali, ze tylko On
pomoze im przezy¢ i powroci¢
do domu. Ksiega Amosa (5,6)
poucza: ,,Szukajcie Pana, a zy¢ be-
dziecie” . Rudowie bardzo chcieli zy¢, dlatego codziennie
na tym wygnaniu szukali Pana.

Latem sytuacja byta nieco lepsza, bo zaspokajano gtod
jagodami i grzybami z lasu. Gotowano zupy z pokrzywy
i fobody, aby oszuka¢ giéd. W lipcu 1941 roku urodzito
sie Rudym drugie dziecko — dziewczynka Danuta, bez leka-
rza, czy akuszerki, przy pomocy tylko sasiadki z lepianki.
Na szcze$cie dziecko byto zdrowe, a poréd odbyt si¢ bez
komplikacji. Sytuacja rodziny si¢ pogorszyla, poniewaz
Paulina nie mogta pracowac, musiata zajac si¢ dzieckiem,
w zwiazku z tym nie otrzymywata chleba. Zbierata z dziec-
mi ziota, jagody i grzyby, suszyla i tym si¢ zimq ratowali.
Tylko zacierki z pokrzywy i tobody pozwolity im przetrwac
diugie lata poniewierki. Najgorzej byto gdy kto$ zachoro-
wat, nie byto znikad ratunku, wielu zmarto i zostato na za-
wsze w tej nieludzkiej ziemi. Rodzinie Rudych dzigki zapo-
biegliwosci Pauliny i nieustannej opiece Matki Najswietszej
nic ztego sie nie stato i dotrwali do konca.

W lipcu 1941 roku po napadzie Niemiec na ZSRR Pre-
mier Polskiego Rzadu na uchodzstwie Gen. Wiadystaw
Sikorski podpisat z sowietami umowe o mozliwosci two-
rzenia polskiego wojska na terenach sowieckich z polskich
zestaricow. W wyniku tej umowy sowieci wydali dekret
o amnestii dla Polakow na zsytkach.

Gdy Rudowie dowiedzieli si¢ o takiej mozliwosci,
po diugich rozmowach ze soba, podjeli chyba najtrudniej-
sza decyzje swojego zycia. Paulina z dwojka matych dzieci
pozostata na Syberii, a Kazimierz udat si¢ do Siedlc nad Oka
do tworzacej sie tam | Armii Wojska Polskiego. Obydwoje
uznali, ze bedzie to jakas$ szansa dla ich rodziny na wydo-
stanie sie z tego ,piekta” i powr6t do Ojczyzny. Po czasie
okazalo sie, ze byla to decyzja stuszna i zbawienna.

Ryszard Rudy

cdn.
Stanistaw Zarzyczny
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Kazimierz Rudy po zofnierskim przeszkoleniu
w Siedlcach nad Oka, w dniu 15 lipca 1943 roku zfo-
zyt przysiege. Wcielony zostat do I Dywizji im. Tade-
usz Kosciuszki i zaraz wyruszyt z nig na szlak bojowy.
Pierwszy znaczacy chrzest bojowy przezyt w dniu 12
pazdziernika 1943 roku w bitwie znanej nam z hi-
storii, pod Lenino, gdzie Polacy odniesli druzgocace
zwyciestwo nad Niemcami. To zwycigstwo bardzo ich
podbudowato i dato im nadziej¢ na wyzwolenie Polski.
Kazimierz Rudy bitwe pod Lenino przezyt bez wigk-
szego uszczerbku na zdrowiu, chociaz kosztowala go
ona wiele wysitku, trudu, a przede wszystkim strachu
o zycie. Myslat o zonie i dzieciach pozostawionych
na Syberii.  Wraz ze swoja formacja wojskowa Ka-
zimierz brat udziat w wyzwoleniu spod okupacji nie-
mieckiej, wschodnich ziem polskich, uczestniczylt row-
niez w wyzwoleniu Warszawy, w dniu 19 stycznia 1945
roku brat udziat w defiladzie wyzwolonej Warszawy.
Warszawiacy, ktérym udato sie dozy¢ tej chwili, wita-
li ich oklaskami, ze zami w oczach. Kazimierz Rudy
wyzwalat réwniez Bydgoszcz oraz brat udziat w wal-
kach o przetamanie Watu Pomorskiego. Kazda z tych
operacji okupiona zostata duzymi stratami w ludziach
i sprzecie. Szczeg6lnym bohaterstwem odznaczy! sie
w walkach o polskie morze i o zdobycie miast: Wejhe-
rowa, Gdyni i Gdanska, za ktére otrzymat szczegoblne
podziekowania na pismie, od swoich dow6dcow. I Ar-
mia Wojska Polskiego, a wraz z nig i Kazimierz Rudy
walczyta takze pod Siekierkami oraz o przetamanie hi-
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tlerowskiego oporu na Odrze. Po przekroczeniu Odry
w zofnierzy wstapifa otucha i nadzieja, ze by¢ moze
juz wkrétce ten koszmar si¢ zakonczy. Kazimierzowi
Pan Bog dopomégt dojsé az do samego Berlina, zdoby-
cie ktorego i kapitulacja Niemiec, byla ogromna rado-
$cig wszystkich, ktérym udato sie doczekac tej chwili.
Wielu przeciez ich kolegéw pozostato na szlaku bojo-
wym, w bezimiennych mogitach, ptacac tym co mieli
najcenniejszego — zyciem.

Zona Paulina na Syberii w kazdej wolnej chwili,
brata rézaniec do reki i modlifa sie o to, by maz nie
zginat, by Maryja pomogta im jeszcze po wojnie scali¢
rodzine i wroci¢ do wolnej Ojczyzny.

Swiety Ojciec Pio odpowiedziat na pytanie wspot-
brata, dlaczego zawsze odmawia Rozaniec: Poniewaz
Matka Boza nigdy nie odméwila mi taski, o ktorq prosi-
lem odmawiajqc Rozaniec. Paulina wowczas nie znata
tej odpowiedzi, ale wiedziata, ze Rozaniec jest za-
wsze modlitwa skuteczna. Nie zawiodta sie.

Kazimierz Rudy zostat za swoje bohaterstwo odzna-
czony: Ziotym Krzyzem Zastugi, Krzyzem Kawalerskim
Orderu Odrodzenia Polski, Srebrnym Krzyzem Zastu-
gi, Medalem za udziat w walkach o Berlin, Brazowym
i Srebrnym Krzyzem Orderu Virtuti Militari. Wojne
zakonczyt w stopniu starszego sierzanta. W Siedlcach
rozpoczat od stopnia szeregowego. Po wojnie we
wrzesniu 1945 r. powrécit do Tarnawy, do rodzinnego
domu. Chociaz wrocit caly i zdrowy, trudno byto o ra-
dos¢, kiedy miat Swiadomos¢, ze zona i dzieci pozostaly

na dalekiej obczyznie.
Gdy wracat do Polski
mial nadzieje, ze za-

2Rt o, MoskuA s.tanit‘e ich w domu. Jak
uumm/ o sieLek sie jednak okazafo,
e s tak nie bylo.

Rozpoczal poszu-
kiwanie ich wszelkimi
mozliwymi woéwczas
sposobami. Pisat do
urzedow repatria-
cyjnych, do instytu-
¢ji wojskowych, do
Czerwonego Krzyza
i prosit o jakis$ strze-
pek informacji, daja-
cych nadzieje na ich
odnalezienie.

(o)
¥ S o Bomnsi

cd n

Stanistaw Zarzyczny



